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Franklin Twp Brings Home the Silver 
Continues to Show Strong Commitment to Sustainability
On October 10, Sustainable Jersey representatives announced that Franklin Township achieved the Silver level certifi cation. Silver 
level certifi cation is good for three years and is awarded to municipalities who have made signifi cant progress in a number of 
categories toward sustainability. In our case, it required the Township to meet a minimum of 350 points. We matched that and then 
some by completing 33 actions in 11 categories, thanks to the hard work and efforts of the Township’s Green Team. 

Franklin’s Green Team is comprised of Township staff, as well as volunteers from outside the municipal organization, for the 
purpose of improving municipal operations with “Green” initiatives that are economically and environmentally sound. Members 
serve as stewards of sustainable practices and behaviors. Their primary focus is to positively impact the Township’s quality of life by 
raising public awareness on ways to reduce carbon footprint by conserving resources, recycling, etc. 

On November 15, at the annual Sustainable Jersey luncheon at the League of Municipalities meeting in Atlantic City, the Township’s 
Green Team was publicly recognized and commended for their efforts in helping to improve the quality of life in the Township. 
Deputy Mayor Ted Chase, Chair of the team, accepted the award on behalf of the Township. 

The following are some of the action items carried out by the Township’s Green Team which led to being awarded Silver Level 
Certifi cation: 

• Passing ordinances to prevent light pollution of our sky and neighboring properties; 

• Banning smoking in municipal buildings and on municipal properties such as 
parks, open space, and the municipal complex; 

• Collecting unwanted prescription drugs in the Public Safety building; 

• Establishing our fi rst rain garden which restrains run-off at Griggstown Grasslands; 

• Taking inventory of our conservation easements, as well as beginning outreach to 
property owners whose property is protected by these easements; 

• Completing the Community Forestry Plan; 

• Expanding our community gardens at Naaman Williams Park and Pine Grove 
School; and 

• Hosting annual Community Paper Shredding Day. 

In pursuing the Silver Level Certifi cation, the township was also recognized as the fi rst municipality in the State of New Jersey to 
have completed action items concerned with municipal communication with the public. Thanks to the efforts of our Director of 
Information Technology, Justin Heyman, Franklin is a municipality that is doing well in improving public engagement and being 
transparent with providing digital access to public information. 

Additional action items are presently being planned for the future and include revising the township’s Farmland Protection Plan, 
updating the Historic Preservation element for the Master Plan, as well as improving the Community Assets Map. We hope to 
accomplish these tasks by early 2017. Completion of these items will increase the number of points.

Deputy Mayor, Ted Chase accepts the recognition for the Sustainable Jersey silver level certifi cation awarded at the League of Municipalities on 
November 15.  Pictured left to right are: Richard Dovey, Chairperson President, Atlantic County Utilities Authority; Donna Drewes, Co-Director 
Sustainable Jersey; from the Township of Franklin - Bob Vornlocker, Township Manager; Deputy Mayor, Ted Chase; Tom Zilinek, Township Engi-
neer; Justin Heyman, Director of Information Technology;  Randall Solomon, Co-Director Sustainable Jersey; John J. Meehan JCP&L.
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The Gift of Blood is the Gift of Life
The next blood drive in the Municipal Building, 

475 DeMott Lane is:

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  December 16

RABIES 
CLINICS 
Animal Shelter,

475 DeMott Lane

DOGS 
8 a.m. – 10 a.m.

December 10, 
2016
and

January 14,
2017

Dogs should be on 
leashes

MUNICIPAL
DIRECTORY

POLICE, FIRE &
RESCUE

EMERGENCIES
DIAL

9-1-1
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Non-Emergencies  .......732-873-2300

Non-Emergencies
Auto-Attendant .............732-873-5533

Non-Emergency for Residents
in 609 area code ..........732-821-1800

Non-Emergency Auto-Attendant
For Residents
in 609 area code ..........732-821-1888

Tips Hotline (Pass along the 
information) ..... 732-873-PASS (7277)

MUNICIPAL BUILDING

Main  ............................ 732-873-2500
Extensions

Animal Control ............................6255
Assessor .....................................6320
Clerk (Elections, Dog Licenses,
Voter Registration) ..................... 6208
Construction Code
Enforcement ..  6220 or 732-873-7283
Collector
(Tax, Water) ....6335 or 732-873-7284
Community Resource  ................6310
Court  ..............6262 or 732-873-7285
Engineering ................................6230
Finance .......................................6244
Fire Prevention ...........................6303
Health Complaint 24/7  ...............6370
Historic Preservation .............. 6274
Human Resources .................. 6202
Municipal Alliance ................... 6353
Open Space ............................ 6279
Planning Board ....................... 6215
Public Works .............732-249-7800
Purchasing .............................. 6239
Recreation ...6340 or 732-873-1991
Redevelopment Agency .......... 6271
Rent Leveling Board ............... 6274
Senior Advisory ...................... 6347
Special Projects ...................... 6427
Township Manager ................. 6201
Vital Statistics (Marriage and
Death Certifi cates)  ................. 6375
Zoning Offi cer ......................... 6274
Zoning Bd. of Adj.  .................. 6215

WEBSITE
www.franklintwpnj.org

TOWN HALL
732-873-2500

E-MAIL
Township Manager

bob.vornlocker@twp.franklin.nj.us

Township Tax Collector 
carol.langone@twp.franklin.nj.us

OTHER IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Board of Education
732-873-2400

www.franklinboe.org

Library
732-873-8700

www.franklintwp.org

Sewerage Authority
732-873-2121

Ftsa-nj.org

Health Department/Education
908-231-7155

NEW – SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES
Twitter.com/twpoffranklin

Facebook.com/townshipoffranklin

www.facebook.com/FTPDSomersetNJ

Twitter@FTPDSomerestNJ

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
NEW EMPLOYEES

Charles Daino, Building Inspector
Matthew Ellery, Police Offi cer

Sherrie Schneider, PT Clerical - Fire Prevention
Andre Tirado, Police Offi cer

Lucinda Belanger, General Services/Purchasing Admin.
Allison L. George,  PT Clerical - Municipal Clerk

WINTER PROPERTY MAINTENANCE REMINDERS
• Shoveling or blowing snow onto the roadway is not allowed. This creates a traffi c 

hazard, and the police non-emergency line (732-873-2300) should be called to 
report a major violation. 

• Residents are required to remove snow from sidewalks within 24 hours of the 
snowstorm. Tickets can be issued for non-compliance.

• It is suggested that residents look to remove dead trees on their property before a 
storm to prevent damage to their property or to their neighbor’s property.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
December 16 – Blood Drive, Municipal Building, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
December 3 and 10 – Santa Paws 
January 3, 7 p.m. – Council reorganization
January 31, 2016 – Deadline to register your dog and cat.
Visit the Clerk or the Township website for details.
February 1, 2016 – Tax payments are due
February 18, 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. – Fire company elections

Emerald Ash Borer in Franklin Township
The exotic emerald ash borer (EAB), native to China, eastern Russia, Japan, and Korea, 
was fi rst discovered near Detroit in 2002 and has since spread to 25 states, including 
New Jersey.  It is now in Franklin Township and has begun killing ash trees in local 
neighborhoods.  An estimated 99% of trees infested with EAB will die and homeowners 
should prepare now to remove dead and dying trees before they become a hazard.  The 
Shade Tree Commission suggests that homeowners should plan to replace dead or dying 

ash trees with tree species that are not affected by EAB at a suggested replacement ratio of 1:1.  EAB affects any trees in the ash 
tree family that includes green ash (Fraxinus pennslvanica), white ash (F. Americana), black ash (F. nigra), and white fringe tree 
(Chionanthus virginicus); do not plant these tree species. 

The Franklin Township Shade Tree Commission has posted information about EAB on its website at www.franklintwpnj.org/
shadetree including how to identify ash trees, how to identify EAB damage, information about hiring a certifi ed tree expert to treat 
or remove your ash trees, and listings of appropriate replacement shade and ornamental trees for our area.  The site also contains 
information about our annual tree sale where residents can purchase quality trees for planting around Arbor Day in the spring.

Please help stop the spread of EAB.  Know what it looks like, know what the damage looks like, and don’t move fi rewood that can 
harbor the insect and spread the infestation.  In addition to the information at www.franklintwpnj.org/shadetree, more information 
can be found at www.emeraldashborer.nj.gov.

The Franklin Township Shade Tree Commission has secured a Community Stewardship Incentive Program (CSIP) grant in the 
amount of $10,000 from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Urban and Community Forestry Program.  
The CSIP grant will be used to conduct hazardous tree assessments on Township right of ways that will also include an ash tree 
inventory.  The inventory will provide the Township with information it needs to develop a tree management and replacement plan 
for Township lands.  

For more information about EAB, the CSIP grant, the annual tree sale, 
or to join the Shade Tree Commission (we have open positions!) visit 
www.franklintwpnj.org/shadetree or contact Sara Malone, Chair, at 
sarajmalone56@gmail.com. 

Franklin Township Council
  NAME TERM EXPIRES

Phillip Kramer -- Mayor  .............................................................................. 732-873-2500, ext. 6327 ........................... 12/31/19
Mayor.Kramer@twp.franklin.nj.us

Theodore Chase – Deputy Mayor and Councilman, 1st Ward ...................... 732-873-2500, ext. 6318 ........................... 12/31/17
Councilman.Chase@twp.franklin.nj.us

Kimberly Francois – Councilwoman-at-Large ............................................. 732-873-2500, ext. 6395 ........................... 12/31/19
Councilwoman.Francois@twp.franklin.nj.us

Rajiv Prasad – Councilman-at-Large, ........................................................... 732-873-2500, ext. 6319 ........................... 12/31/19
Councilman.Prasad@twp.franklin.nj.us

Shanel Y. Robinson – Councilwoman-at-Large, ........................................... 732-873-2500, ext. 6329 ........................... 12/31/19
Councilwoman.Robinson@twp.franklin.nj.us

Rozalyn Sherman – Councilwoman, 2nd Ward, .............................................. 732-873-2500, ext. 6316 ........................... 12/31/17
Councilwoman.Sherman@twp.franklin.nj.us

Charles Onyejiaka – Councilman, 3rd Ward, .................................................732-873-2500, ext. 6396 ........................... 11/08/16
Councilman.Onyejiaka@twp.franklin.nj.us

Carl R. A. Wright – Councilman, 4th Ward, ................................................... 732-873-2500, ext. 6397  .......................... 12/31/17
Councilman.Wright@twp.franklin.nj.us

James Vassanella -  Councilman, 5th Ward, .................................................... 732-873-2500, ext. 6328 ........................... 12/31/17
Councilman.Vassanella@twp.franklin.nj.us
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Weston Canal Crossing (c. 1910)
The Weston Mill (built c. 1740) operated for nearly 250 
years.  The mill was built as Van Neste’s Mill in about 
the 1740s.  The mill was the scene of a bloody skirmish 
during the American Revolution, when raiding British 
soldiers were searching for fl our.   Wilbur Smith was 
the mill’s last owner, beginning in the 1920s.  In 1982, 
the structure collapsed and in 1983 the wreckage from 
the mill burned in a fi re.  This photograph was taken 
about 1910 and shows a rarely photographed side of the 
mill--the side away from the river.   These buildings are 
all gone now; they were on the present-day site of the 
causeway between Zarephath and Manville.

Franklin Township Public Library
Announces Everything Audio!

Program for Teens
Franklin Township Public Library of Franklin Township, Somerset, NJ has received 
a $5,000 grant from the Best Buy Foundation to fund its new digital audio and music 
program for teens.

The Best Buy Community grant will be used to purchase equipment and instruction 
materials needed to assist teens in creating their own music, podcasts, and other digital 
audio projects.  The goal of the program is to provide teens in the community with the 
opportunity to gain much-needed 21st century skills through access to technology, as 
well as to provide them with a space to express themselves creatively.  It is the library’s 
hope that these skills will enable teens to become more successful in future endeavors, 
including higher education and negotiating the job market.

This library program will serve the 3,500+ teens between the ages of 13 and 18 living 
in Franklin Township by providing free access to professional level audio recording and 
editing equipment.  Community teens will be able to create original music as well as to 
record interviews and podcasts in areas of interest to themselves and their peers.  Teens 
will also have the opportunity to participate in library chosen projects that will focus 
on the library and Franklin Township community.  These projects will enable teens to 
take on leadership roles and responsibilities, as well as to collaborate, socialize, and 
communicate with other teens during the process.

In addition to library staff, teens will have an opportunity to work with volunteers from 
the community in a variety of fi elds including music and radio.  This will help expose 
teens to higher education and career opportunities they may not be aware of currently.

This Best Buy Foundation donation is made possible through the contributions of 
the Best Buy Co., Inc. retail store operations and special event fundraising.  The 
Foundation’s primary goal is to give teens access to opportunities through technology 
that help them excel in school and develop 21st century skills for their future careers.

Check the Library’s website for Everything Audio! program dates.  For more 
information on Franklin Township Public Library or how you can support our 
community efforts, please visit www.franklintwp.com or contact the library at refdesk@
franklintwp.org or 732-873-8700.

The Franklin Township
Cultural Arts Council (FTCAC) 

We would like to welcome the participation of the residents and friends of 
Franklin. The FTCAC exists to strengthen the Franklin community by bringing 
the township’s many wonderfully diverse people, groups and interests together 
through the arts. We seek to bring all residents and organizations together to 
forge stronger relationships that can help support our community. 
We invite you to contact Michael Steinbruck at michael.steinbruck@gmail.com 
if you are interested in the performing, visual and/or literary arts.  You may also 
participate on our steering committee or advisory council. This may include active 
support of events, fundraising, governance,  general community building and the 
forging of creative partnerships through the arts. Whatever you have to share, be 
it artistic, fundraising, grant writing, accounting, event coordination, marketing, 
publicity, time, enthusiasm or something else, we invite you to be a part of what 
makes Franklin a wonderful place to live.
To learn more about the FTCAC, visit our website at www.FranklinCAC.org or our 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/FranklinCAC. You can join our mailing list 
on the website homepage to stay connected!

Franklin Township Publics Schools
are On the Move

Join Us As We Prepare For The Future

Attend our
Strategic Plan Community Workshops
in the cafeteria of Franklin High School

500 Elizabeth Avenue at 7 pm on

Wednesday, January 11, 2017
Monday, March 13, 2017



December 2016 to March 2017

PUBLIC
MEETINGS

Township Council
Municipal Building

Council Chambers 7:00 p.m.
December 13

Reorganization meeting January 3, 7 p.m.
January 3, 20 • February 14, 28 • March 14, 28

Planning Board
Municipal Building

Council Chambers 7:30 p.m.
December 7, 21 • January 4, 18

Board of Adjustment
Municipal Building 7:30 p.m.

December 1, 15 • January 5, 19

Advisory Board of Health
Municipal Building 7:30 p.m.

December 7 • January 4
Agricultural Advisory Committee

Municipal Building 8 p.m.
December 15 • January 19
February 16 • March 16

Cable TV Advisory Committee
Municipal Building 7 p.m.

December 5
Emergency Life Support
Public Safety Building 7:00 p.m.

February 1

Environmental Commission
Municipal Building 7:00 p.m. 

December 5

Fire Prevention Board
Municipal Building 7:30 p.m.

December 8 • January 12
February 9 • March 9

Hamilton Street Advisory Board
Municipal Building 7 p.m.

December 7 • January 9
February 6

Historic Preservation Advisory 
Commission

Municipal Building 7:30 p.m.
December 6 • January 17

Human Relations Commission
Township Library  7:00 p.m.

Library Board of Trustees
Township Library  5:30 p.m.

December 28

Municipal Alliance for the
Prevention of Substance Abuse

Community/Senior Center 4:30 p.m.
December 2 • January 25
February 22 • March 22

Open Space Advisory Committee
Municipal Building 7:00 p.m.

December 20 • January 17
February 21 • March 21

Recreation Advisory Council
Community/Senior Center 7:00 p.m.

December 14 • January 11
February 8 • March 8

 Redevelopment Agency
Municipal Building 7:30 p.m.

December 19 • January 16
February 15 • March 21

Rent Leveling Board
Municipal Building 7:30 p.m. - As needed

Senior Advisory Committee
Community/Senior Center 9:30 a.m.
January 27 • February 24 • March 31

Sewerage Authority
70 Commerce Drive 6:30 p.m.

December 6  • January 3
February 7, • March 7

Shade Tree Commission
Municipal Building 7:00 p.m. 

January 26 

Trails Advisory Committee
Municipal Building 7:00 p.m.

January 11 • March 8

Youth Service Commission
Community/Senior Center 4:30 p.m.

December 2 • January 25
 February 22 • March 22

4 Franklin Times

Recreation Department Receives NJ Distinguished 
Governmental Agency Recreation Services Award
On September 28, 2016 the New Jersey Commission on Recreation for Individuals with Disabilities honored the Franklin 
Township Recreation Department with the NJ Distinguished Governmental Agency Recreation Services Award.   This award was 
bestowed by the Commission for the Friday Night Drop-In Program which is a program that introduces teens and young adults 
(ages 13-28) with special needs to new and creative programs.  

The Recreation Department, strives to create programs that appeal to all, however we know that the idea that one size fi ts all is not 
realistic to all people.  The Friday Night Drop-In program offers a variety of activities several times a month with the anticipated 
result that the participants will develop new interests and lasting relationships that continue beyond the program.  Some examples 
of activities include:  Zumba, paint nights, yoga, basketball, and community service projects.   In order to expand participants’ 
social support, teens and young adults from the Franklin Township Youth Council and Franklin Township Boys’ Council programs 
volunteer and provide assistance while having fun.   Both of these programs feature youth who participate in Township programs, 
attend our schools, and call Franklin Township home.  Socializing these three groups together gives us the unique opportunity to 
create an inclusive supportive community.

 This program meets on Fridays from 7-9 PM at the Community/Senior Center, 505 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ.  There is a small 
fee to participate.  Space is limited, and pre-registration is required. For additional information please contact Marianne Regan at 
(732) 873-2500 x6357.

SWEET GEORGIA BROWN
In early 2015, a local fi lmmaker by the name of Lawrence Walker walked into 
the Franklin Township Community/Senior Center in hopes of sharing a bit of 
history. He created a documentary, Sweet Georgia Brown: Impact, Courage, 
Sacrifi ce and Will, about the little known African-American female veterans 
known as the “Ten-Percenters.” The Ten-Percenters, so named because of the 
cap that the military imposed on African-American woman enlisting into the 
Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps (WAAC) sector, were the brave women who 
fought for the right to serve. Walker’s fi lm, based on a book by Y’Hoshua 
Murray and inspired by books by World War II veterans Charity Adams Earley 
and Brenda L. Moore, detailed the story of the 6888th Central Postal Directory 
Battalion, a unit of African-American woman serving in the United States Army. 
African-American women “served in segregated units, participated in segregated 
training, lived in separate quarters, ate at separate tables in mess halls, and used 
segregated recreation facilities.”1 Despite the diffi culties of living separate lives 
in a unifi ed army, these women were committed to serving their country. These 
trailblazers paved the way for not only women of color, but all women enlisting 
in military service.

In honor of Military Appreciation Month, the Franklin Township Parks & 
Recreation Department sponsored a screening and historical discussion of Sweet 
Georgia Brown: Impact, Courage, Sacrifi ce and Will. The Department hosted 
two free screenings for the community.  Franklin Township Recreation created a 
beautiful 11x17” promotional poster for the event. The goal was to capture the 
feel of the time while appealing to today’s audiences. The poster featured a photo 
of Major Charity Adams Earley and Captain Abby Campbell inspecting members of the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion. 
Fliers were sent to the Franklin Township Library, the Offi ce of Veteran Affairs, the Franklin Township Community/Senior Center, 
the VFW, and other business and community entities. 

The New Jersey Recreation and Park Association recently awarded the Franklin Township Parks & Recreation Department with 
the Agency Showcase award for the Sweet Georgia Brown promotional poster. In her book, One Woman’s Army: A Black Offi cer 
Remembers the WAC, Charity Adams Earley, commander of the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion  wrote, “The future of 
women in the military seems assured....What may be lost in time is the story of how it happened.”  Franklin Recreation wanted to 
play a part in making sure that the loss of these women’s stories never happened. 

1. Women In Military Service For America Memorial (Women In Military Service For America Memorial) http://www.womensmemorial.org/Education/
BBH1998.html#6

The Franklin Township Trails Advisory Committee (TAC) is interested in 
promoting trail use by the township residents.  Toward that end, the TAC is 
continuing the following program: 
Take-a-Photo-from-a-Trail contest.  

Franklin Township trails have places that, when captured in a photo, could 
encourage others to get out and explore.  To encourage expanded trail 
usage, the TAC is soliciting photographs taken from trails located in the 
township and will award a prize to the best photograph taken from each 
trail.  Entry rules for the photography contest will be as follows:

1. Entries must be received by Monday, July 3, 2017.  The TAC, at its fi rst meeting after July 3, will select a winner in 
each category based on the minimum contest requirements.

2. The photo may be submitted either:
a. electronically via email to Fran Varacalli at (fran.varacalli@twp.franklin.nj.us); or
b. as a printed copy delivered to the Trails Advisory Committee, Municipal Building, 475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873.

3. Each photo must be clearly identifi ed as to the trail from which it was taken and the date taken.  The submitted photo does not 
have to be taken in 2017. Photos can be submitted from any year as long as the date and location of the photo are identifi ed

4. The Trails Advisory Committee reserves the right to display entrants’ photos at Township events, such as Franklin Day 2017, 
CanalFest 2017, and other venues as part of this contest.

5. Winners will have their photo displayed on the Township’s website and awarded a certifi cate and small prize (a baseball cap 
imprinted with “Franklin Township Trails”).

6. Categories will be as follows.
a. One winner from each one of the ten listed locations.
b. One overall winner for “Best of 2017” Photo from a Franklin Township Trail.

7. Minimum Requirements for the Contest: For each trail, a minimum of 2 contestants will be needed in order to award the prize 
for that trail. 

8. There is a limit of one photo per contestant per trail/location. 
9. Franklin Twp. reserves the right to use the contest photo entries on the Franklin Township web site and in print or promotional 

township items including the Township Calendar. 

TRAIL LOCATIONS
1. Bunker Hill and Franklin  Park 

Natural Areas
2. Butler Rd. Natural Area
3. Griggstown Native Grassland 

Preserve
4. Negri-Nepote Native Grassland 

Preserve
5. Colonial Park
6. Flemer Preserve
7. Six Mile Run State Park
8. D&R Canal State Park
9. Inman Park
10. Middlebush Park

All trail users are welcomed to participate Last Date to 
enter photos is Monday, July 3, 2017

Contest rules can also be found at the Franklin Township website:
www.franklintwpnj.org  Trails Advisory Committee Page 

“2017 TAKE A PHOTO
FROM A TRAIL CONTEST”
SPONSORED BY THE FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP TRAILS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

VISIT THE TOWNSHIP WEBSITE FOR 
CALENDAR UPDATES



Football fans across the country will celebrate America’s most watched national sporting event, Super Bowl 
LI, on Sunday, February 5. For many, the celebration will include drinking alcohol.

That’s why local highway safety and law enforcement offi cials are teaming up with the National Highway 
Traffi c Safety Administration (NHTSA) for a special Fans Don’t Let Fans Drive Drunk reminder to urge all 
football fans to call the right play on Super Bowl weekend by passing the keys to a sober driver before the 
drinking begins.

 Super Bowl Fans Don’t Let Fans Drive Drunk. The Franklin Township Municipal Alliance for the 
Prevention of Substance suggests that, if you want to be the MVP of Super Bowl LI, volunteer to be a 
designated driver to help your family and friends get home safely. Drunk driving only leads to disaster and 
tragedy. It is never worth the risk. If you do plan to drink, remember to pass the keys to the sober driver 
before kickoff. 

Fans that have been drinking can secure a safe ride home by designating a sober driver, using public 
transportation, or calling a taxi or rideshare program. 

In addition, NHTSA’s SaferRide mobile app, available on the app store, is another resource to help football 
fans who have been drinking fi nd a sober ride home–by identifying their location and helping to call a taxi 
or a friend to pick them up. 

Designated sober drivers for Super Bowl weekend should refrain from drinking alcohol and enjoy the game 
with food and non-alcoholic drinks instead. They can tweet @NHTSAgov during Super Bowl LI to be 
featured on NHTSA’s national Wall of Fame.

On Super Bowl weekend, be a team player and help keep impaired drivers from getting behind the wheel. 
Designate your sober driver before the big game begins. And remember: Fans Don’t Let Fans Drive Drunk. 

For more Super Bowl weekend safety information, visit www.traffi csafetymarketing.gov/SuperBowl.

PLAN A SOBER RIDE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving
This holiday season, the Township of Franklin and the Municipal Alliance for the Prevention of Substance 
Abuse(FTMAPSA) are teaming up with the National Highway Traffi c Safety Administration (NHTSA) to remind 
all drivers that Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving and to always plan a sober ride before the holiday parties begin. 

Too many people take to the roadways after consuming alcohol because they think they are “okay to drive.” 
During the holiday season, festive parties and celebrations with alcohol contribute to the number of impaired 
drivers on our roadways. 

“We want to keep our roads safe this holiday season and help people understand that the only time they should be 
behind the wheel is when they are sober,” said  Alice Osipowitz, FTMAPSA Chairperson  “Alcohol affects people 
differently, and you don’t have to be feeling or acting drunk to be too impaired to drive.”

Any consumption of alcohol can impair your judgment and reaction times, making it unsafe for you to drive.  
Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving is a nationwide impaired driving campaign to inform all Americans about the 
dangers of driving after drinking. 

Drunk driving kills thousands of people in our country every year. In 2015, 35,092 people were killed in motor 
vehicle traffi c crashes on our roadways, and 29 percent (10,265) died in crashes that involved a driver with a blood 
alcohol concentration over the legal limit of .08.

This time of year is especially dangerous. In December 2015 alone, there were 840 people killed in crashes 
involving at least one drunk driver or motorcycle operator. 

“Drinking and driving should never mix, therefore we want everyone to plan a sober ride in advance if they will 
be celebrating the holidays with alcohol,” said Larry Roberts, Chief of Police.  “Don’t allow yourself to become a 
statistic because you failed to plan ahead.”

This holiday season, the Franklin Township Police Department and NHTSA urge you to designate a sober driver 
before you start drinking. If you plan on drinking at all, plan not to drive. 

Remember these tips to avoid a DUI and to keep our roads safe: 

 Even one drink can impair your judgment and reaction time and increase the risk of getting arrested for 
driving drunk or causing a crash. 

 If you will be drinking, do not plan on driving. Plan ahead; designate a sober driver before the party 
begins. 

 If you have been drinking, do not drive—even a short distance. Call a taxi, a sober friend or family 
member, or use public transportation. Also, try NHTSA’s SaferRide mobile app, which allows users to 
call a taxi or a friend and identify their location so they can be picked up.

 Help others be responsible. If you see someone you think is about to drive while impaired, take their 
keys, take them home, and/or help them arrange a safe ride home. 

 If you see a driver on the road that appears to be intoxicated, contact police when it is safe to do so. Your 
actions could help save a life. 

Remember to play it safe this holiday season and always plan your sober ride before the festivities begin. If you 
are Buzzed, do not drive. Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving.

For more information, visit www.traffi csafetymarketing.gov. 

What’s the Buzz?
Driving under the infl uence can be deadly.  A driver is consider alcohol-impaired with a blood alcohol concentration of (BAC) of .08 or higher, but even a small amount of alcohol 
can impair judgment and reaction times enough to make driving unsafe.  

Alcohol steadily decreases a person’s ability to drive a motor vehicle safely.  The more you drink the greater the effect.  If you are at a party and you see someone falling down 
drunk, it’s obvious that they shouldn’t be driving. Drivers with a BAC of just .08 are approximately 4 times more likely to crash than drivers with a BAC of zero.  So, what about the 
person that is drinking and is not showing signs of being drunk. Would you consider stopping them from getting behind the wheel of a car? Think about this...

 At a BAC of .02 there is some loss of judgment and predictable effects on driving that can result in decline in visual functions and decline in the ability to 
perform two tasks at the same time.

 At a BAC of .05 you may experience exaggerated behavior, loss of small-muscle control such as focusing your eyes, impaired judgment, and lowered alertness.  
This may result in reduced coordination when driving, reduced ability to track moving objects, diffi culty steering, and reduced response to emergency driving 
situations.

 At a BAC of .08 muscle coordination becomes poor effecting balance, speech, vision, reaction time and hearing.  It becomes harder to detect danger.  Judgement, 
self-control, reasoning and memory also become impaired.  Under these conditions effects on driving include concentration, short-term memory loss, speed 
control, impaired perception and a reduction in information processing such as signal detection and visual search.

So while you may not be considered legally drunk with a BAC under .08, the effects of alcohol on the brain and body can still put your life and the life of others in jeopardy.  The 
transition from .07 to .08 is not discernable.  That’s why buzzed driving is just as dangerous as drunk driving.  Designate a sober driver. 

CALL THE RIGHT PLAY FOR SUPER BOWL LI: 
Pass the Keys to a Sober Driver Before the Big Game Begins
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Franklin Township Municipal Alliance
for the Prevention of Substance Abuse

Parents Make a Difference 
Your Opinion is Important 

We believe that the majority of parents
do not serve alcohol to teens under 21, however,

we need your help to prove that.  

1. Have you seen the Parents Who Host, Lose the Most signs in Franklin?   
❑  Yes     ❑   No

2.  Do you approve or disapprove of people under the age of 21           
      consuming alcoholic beverages? 

 ❑ Approve         ❑  Disapprove        ❑  Not Sure

3.  Would you allow your teenage child to attend an adult supervised    
     party where alcoholic beverages were made available for 
     teenagers to consume?

❑ Yes         ❑  No        ❑ Not Sure

4. In your opinion is underage drinking a problem in Franklin? 
❑ Yes         ❑  No        ❑ Not Sure

5. Please check your child’s current grade.           
❑ 6th & under  ❑ 7th    ❑ 8th     ❑ 9th    ❑ 10th   ❑ 11th   ❑ 12th 

        

OPEN SPACE PROGRAM 
CONTINUES NATURE WALKS 

The Township’s open space program will, for the 13th consecutive 
year, sponsor guided nature walks on Township open space parcels. 

The 2017 walks begin in March and continue in the Spring and 
Summer months.  The walks are free to the public. The walks are 

along easy terrain and are great for kids. 
 Bring binoculars, if you have them, and waterproof footwear.

While Franklin Township is located in one of the most densely 
populated regions of the country,  it claims over 9,000 acres of 
preserved land  (1/3 of the township’s land mass) and this area 
provides key habitat for unique species of plants and animals.

The March walks will be led by two township residents and avid 
birders, Chris and Paula Williams. 

All walks are free.  Be sure to dress appropriately for current weather 
conditions.  For detailed directions to the parks, information, and 

updates please visit www.Franklintwpnj.org/openspace

We ask that you kindly RSVP.  

Questions? Contact Fran Varacalli at franklintrails@twp.franklin.nj.us 
or 732.873.2500 x6279

SPRING DANCE OF THE WOODCOCK AT THE 
NEGRI-NEPOTE

GRASSLAND PRESERVE
Friday, March 17th @ 7:00 pm
Friday, March  31st @ 7:00 pm 

We will meet at the parking lot located at
260 Skillmans Lane.  Walk will be approximately 

45 – 60 minutes in length.
The American Woodcock, a long billed woodland bird probes in 
soft wet soil of wetlands and eats its weight in worms each day. 

Woodcock return to Franklin Township in late winter or early spring 
to mate and nest. Males of the species begin calling and performing 

an aerial courtship-display-fl ight when the afternoon shadows are 
almost gone. We’ll hear more than we see. After the woodcock fi nish 

we may look for Spring Peepers.

Complete the survey online at www.franklintwpnj.org/ParentSurvey and be eligible for a drawing 
for up to $100 in enrollment discounts in a 2017 Franklin Recreation Program of your choice. 
Some restrictions apply.
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Shop Franklin: A Township 
Sponsored Shop Local Initiative
Championing Local Businesses & Rewarding 
the Residents that Support them
In an effort to create a stronger local identity, promote economic 
vitality and preserve the unique character of our community, Franklin 
Township offi cials are considering implementing a program that will 
support and strengthen locally owned businesses, as well as reward 
residents who shop in town.

The “Shop Franklin” initiative was proposed to the Township’s 
Economic Development Committee  by FinCredit, Inc., developer 
of the Property Tax Reward Program (PTRP). Under the “Shop 
Franklin” program, Franklin residents shopping at local participating 
merchants, receive rebates on sales and services in the form of 
property tax credits. The more homeowners shop in Franklin, the 
more property tax credits they accumulate. Not a Franklin property 
owner? No problem. In the case of renters or individuals who work 
in Franklin, rebate checks will be given. This program has been 
very successful in other communities such as Hazlet, Brick and 
Marlboro—including neighboring municipality, Hillsborough. 
Therefore we are very excited to be able to bring this to our 
community, as a way to increase the dollars that stay in and re-
circulate within Franklin.

As you can imagine, getting this program off the ground involves 
many steps.  Nevertheless, we anticipate launching this program in 
the fi rst-quarter of 2017 and plan to grow it quickly.

Here’s how you can help:

• Residents:
 We are currently looking to sign up businesses and popular 

places that Franklinites love and spend money at frequently.  
So if you have some favorite locally-owned business that you, 
your staff, colleagues, friends or family love to support, tell 
us.  We’d love to reach out to them to see if this program is of 
interest to them.

• Business Owners:
 Interested in this program but would like more information? 

We plan to hold an informational session(s) in January 2017 
(date(s) TBD).  This will be an opportunity to discuss goals of 
the program and benefi ts to your business should you decide to 
join the program. We encourage you to sign up now so that we 
may contact you with additional details.

For any questions, comments or to sign-up, please contact Tiffany 
Delaney, Special Projects Manager at (732) 873-2500, x6427 or via 
email at: tiffany.delaney@twp.franklin.nj.us.

To learn more about FinCredit, Inc., please visit: 
www.PropertyTaxCard.com.
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Franklin Township
Convenience Center 
Corner of School Ave. & Berry St.  

732-249-7800
SATURDAYS
2016
December 10 8 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.
2017
January 21 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
February 11 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
March 11 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
April 8, 22 8 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.
May 13, 27 8 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.
June 10, 24 8 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.
July 8, 22 8 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.
August 12, 26 8 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.
September 9, 23 8 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.
October 7, 21 8 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.
November 4, 18 8 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.
December 9 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

MONDAYS
2017
April 17 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
May 22 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
June 19 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
July 17 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
August 21 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
September 18 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
October 16 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
November 13, 27 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

TRIP PASS FEES: 
Car  - $15.00 per trip / 6 trips for $75.00
Description - has 1 or 2 seats with a trunk

Station Wagon / Small SUV / Small Crossover  - 
$ 20.00 per trip / 6 trips for $100.00
Description – must have two rows of seating, upright 
and in place at all times

SUV  /  Small Van / Small ¼ Ton Pick Up / Mini Van 
- $35.00 per trip / 6 trips for $175.00
Description- SUV - Small Van or Mini Van  MUST  
have 2 rows of seating upright and in place at all times.

Full Size Van / Cargo Van - $55.00 per trip / 6 trips for 
$275.00
Description – No seating behind the driver

Full Size Pick-Up - $75.00 / 6 trips for $375.00
Description – Any Pick-Up Truck larger than ¼ Ton – 
bed no longer than 8 feet

Trailer - $75.00 per trip – plus vehicle fee IF the 
vehicle has debris - $75.00 per trip / 6 trips for $375.00
Description – No longer than 8 feet;  No closed in 
trailers  

NOT  ALLOWED 
NO Rack Body /  Flat Bed / Dump Truck  / Cube Van / 
Closed in trailers

NO  COMMERCIAL  VEHICLES  ALLOWED

Additional Fees
$ 15.00 per appliance to Drop-Off Freon Appliance 
$   7.00 per tire to drop off  ALL Tires

TO  PURCHASE  A  PASS  -  Residents can only 
buy passes during the week at: 

Public Works Building - 40 Churchill Avenue
Monday thru Friday – 7:00 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.

Township Clerk’s Offi ce - 475 DeMott Lane
Monday thru Friday – 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.

Open to Residents ONLY – ALL  RESIDENTS  
MUST   present valid Driver’s License to verify 
residency to qualify and purchase a pass and enter 
the Convenience Center

ALL  LEAVES MUST  be in brown paper 
recyclable leaf bags ( leaves cannot be dumped out 
of bags)

Department of Public Works
RECYCLING INFORMATION

TRIP  PASS  REQUIRED  for  the following 
acceptable items:

Household Items to include Furniture, Old 
Toys, Rugs, ext.

Appliances  (Refrigerators, Freezers, Air 
Conditioners, Dehumidifi ers ) extra fees apply 
for appliances containing freon

Tires -   ( Additional fee for EACH tire)

NO PASS REQUIRED 
Newspaper
Cardboard 
Metal Cans 
Glass Bottles 
Light Metal
Motor Oil
Appliances (Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Ovens, 
Dishwashers, Hot Water Heaters)
Recyclable Electronics
Brush – Shrub Trimmings, Hedge Clippings,
Branches not larger than 4” in diameter or 4 
feet in length
Leaves in biodegradable bags (leaves cannot be 
dumped out of bags)

NOT  ACCEPTED   /  NOT  ALLOWED
Renovation / Construction Materials / Debris – 
sheet rock, tile, concrete, brick, asphalt, 
rocks, etc.
Grass, tree stumps, tree trunks or tree parts 
from below ground level
Railroad Ties or Treated Wood
Household garbage, food wastes, cooking oil
Hazardous Materials, pesticides, oil paint, 
chemicals, driveway sealer, etc**
Propane Tanks**

**  NOTE:  Somerset County has 6 Household Hazardous 
Waste Drop Off Dates for 2017.  Please refer to your 2017 
Recycling Information Packet for details or call 732-469-
3363 or log on at www.co.somerset.nj.us

CURBSIDE  PICKUP  for  LARGE  METAL  
APPLIANCES

Curbside PickUp Starting in April and ending 
in October.

$25.00 -- per Refrigerator, Freezer, Air 
Conditioner, Humidifi er
$10.00 -- per Dryer, Washer, Dishwasher, 
Stove, Hot Water Heater

All items must be sorted as required and deposited 
in proper receptacles provided.

CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION
Please make sure that all lights, wire, decorations and 
tinsel have been removed from the tree. Snow removal 
takes priority over tree pickup, so please be patient. 

 Curbside: Mondays, January 3 and January 9

 Drop off Location: Convenience Center, Berry 
Street: Trees can be brought to the Convenience 
center on any date the Center is open (standard 
pass charges will apply).

 Drop off Location: Colonial Park, Parking Lot 
F,  December 26 through January 31:  For more 
information call 732-873-2459, ext. 21.

Somerset County Recycling 
732-469-3363

www.co.somerset.nj.us/recycle.html

CURBSIDE PICKUP
Did you know…
 Annually the Township pays Somerset County $23.85 
per household for curbside recycling, no matter the 
amount of items left out.
Items need to be on the curb no later than 7 a.m.

Franklin Twp/South Bound Brook Collection Dates
December 8, 22; January 5, 19; February 2, 16; 
March 2, 16, 30

Franklin Park/Griggstown/Kingston
Collection Dates
December 9, 23; January 6, 20; February 3, 17; 
March 3, 17, 31
Society Hill I & II, Beacon Hill & Surrounding 
Areas (as notifi ed in the Fall, 2015)
December 13, 27; January 9, 23; February 6, 20; 
March 6, 20
Canal Walk and Somerset Run
December 7, 16, 30; January 13, 27; February 10,
24; March 10, 24

DROP OFF RECYCLING
Somerset Recycling Center
40 Polhemus Lane, Bridgewater
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. - January 7, February 4, March 4

CONSUMER ELECTRONICS
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.—1st  Saturday Drop Off
South County Public Works,
410 Roycefi eld Road, Hillsborough
 January 7, February 4, March 4
7:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.—Weekdays
South County Public Works, 410 Roycefi eld Road, 
Hillsborough or 
North County Public Works, 411 Chimney Road Road, 
Building B, Bridgewaer

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
March 18, Bernards Township Public Works Garage, 
277 So. Maple Avenue, Basking Ridge
April 15, Warren Township Public Works Garage, 1 
Bardy Road, Wattern

MEDICAL WASTE DISPOSAL
Sharp needles and other similar medical waste should 
never be recycled. Disposal containers and information 
are available. Call for hours and specifi c locations.

 St. Peters  732-745-8600, ext. 8282
 Robert Wood Johnson

908-685-2200, ext. 3258
 Princeton Medical Center  609-853-6140
 Hunterdon Medical Center  908-237-6920
 Waste Management  877-WASTE-MD

MEDICINE DROP OFF
Residents can dispose of unwanted, expired or 
unused prescription and over-the-counter drugs 
in drop-off box in the lobby of the Public Safety 
Building.
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Join the 
Green Team 
and Recycle 
in 2017


