
 

  

  
Biking & Franklin: 
Perfect together 
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Franklin Township's Eco- Heritage Tourism.  Each of the 
resources identified on this map was selected because it fits 
into a  theme that is described by the term ‘Eco-heritage 
tourism.’  This term embraces the principles of tourism that:  
 Contributes to the conservation of natural and 
cultural heritage; 

 Includes the local community in its planning, 
development and operation, contributing to their 
well-being; 

 Interprets the natural and cultural heritage of the 
destination to visitor; and 

 Lends itself better to independent travelers, as well 
as to organized tours for small size groups. 

Eco-heritage tourism is generating renewed interest because 
visitors can enjoy the resources and environment of 
preserved and protected areas.  In this Franklin Township 
Map, the resources are  grouped into the following themes:  
 
 Boating 
 Hunting 
 Fishing 
 Agriculture--road-side stands and x-mas tree farms 
 Birding 
 Biking 
 Hiking/walking trails  
 Equestrian trials  
 Heritage Tourism  
 Gardens  
 Golf Courses   
 Camping  
 Scenic Corridors and Historic Roads 

 

 

D&R Canal Towpath: 
A great place to walk 
in any season 

 

 

 

Rockingham: 
Geo. Washington’s 
1787 headquarters 

 

 

 

Fall Foliage: 
Franklin’s October beauty 
 

  

  

 

 

Village of Griggstown: 
A step back in time 

 

  

  

Delar Park

Six Mile Run Reservoir Site

Franklin Park Natural Area
 - part of - 

The Ten Mile Run
Greenway

Bunker Hill Natural Area
 - part of - 

The Ten Mile Run Greenway

Griggstown Native
Grassland Preserve

 - part of - 
The Ten Mile Run Greenway

Bunker Hill Environmental
Education Center
 - part of - 

The Ten Mile Run Greenway

Flemer Preserve

Kingston School Park
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BIKING.  
Franklin’s rural roads have 
incredible views.  Canal Rd. & its 
intersecting roads are often lined 
with bikers. Paved bike paths  & 
paved bike lanes are marked on 
the map—see legend. 
 
Bike Rental:  Bike ‘N Gear 1695 
Amwell Rd., 732 873-0212 has 
limited bike rentals.  BR-1 (See 
reverse side.) 
 
Off-road unpaved trails:  Six 
Mile Run Reservoir Site has 
numerous off-road trails totaling 
about 13 miles @ I & J 4, 5, 6, 7  
(Also see reverse side.) 
D&R Canal is open to bikes the 
entire length. 
Flemer Preserve is gravel the 
entire length and open to 
bikes.@ Q2 
 
BIRDING.   
Franklin has a spectacular array 
of  bird life.  Birding along all 
hiking paths is possible.  Two of 
the better locations are: 
Negri-Nepote Native Grassland 
Preserve (See reverse side.) 
Griggstown Native Grassland 
Preserve @ L2 
 
BOATING.   
Electric,  row and inflatable boats, 
canoes and kayaks are all 
permitted in the D&R Canal.    
 
Boat launches:  Colonial Park 
BL-3 (See reverse side.) 
Old DeMott Lane BL-4 (See 
reverse side of map.) 
E. Millstone Park BL-5 (See 
reverse side of map.) 
Griggstown Causeway BL-6 @ 
K2 
 
Boat rental:  Griggstown 
Canoe Rental Co.  908-359-
5970 B-1 @ K2 
Colonial Park paddleboat 
rental B-2 (See reverse side.) 
 
CAMPING.   
No overnight camping is 
available to the general public in 
the Township, but Franklin is 
home to Oak Spring 
Environmental Education Girl 
Scout Camp, C-1 (See reverse 
side.) 
 
EQUESTRIAN.   
Six Mile Run Reservoir Site’s 
Blue trail is approximately 3 
miles. (See reverse side.) 
Colonial Park Bridle trai l begins 
just east of  the paddleboat pond. 
(See reverse side.) 
The entire length of the D&R 
Canal towpath. 
The Ten Mile Run Greenway 
Equestrian trail.  @ L2 
 
FISHING.   
The D&R Canal and Millstone 
River each have many access 
points for freshwater fishing.  
Also Colonial Park has three 
stocked ponds. 
 
GARDENS.   
Colonial Park 732 873-2459, 
has three different garden areas 
(See reverse side.) 
 Rudolf W. van der Goot 

Rose Garden   
G-1A (See reverse side.) 

 Fragrance and Sensory 
Garden G-1B (See 
reverse.) 

 Perennial Garden G-2 
(See reverse.) 

 
 
 

GARDENS, cont’d   
Blackwells Mil ls Canal House 
Perennial Garden G-4 (See  
reverse side.) 
 
GOLFING.   
 
Regulation 18 and 9-hole golf: 
 
Bunker Hill Golf Course  220 
Bunker Hill Rd. 908-359-6335 @ 
L4  
Quail Brook Golf Course  625 
New Brunswick Rd.  (732) 560-
9199  (See reverse s ide.) 
Spooky Brook Golf Course 
Elizabeth Ave.  (732) 873-2242.  
(See reverse side.) 
Tara Greens  955 Somerset St.  
(732) 247-8284.  Regulation 9-
hole course. .  (See reverse 
side.)  @ D6 
 
Driving ranges:   
 
Quail Brook (See reverse side 
of map.) 
Spooky Brook.  (See reverse 
side of map.) 
Tara Greens (See reverse side 
of map.) 
 
Pitch and Putt:   
 
Tara Greens (See reverse side 
of map.) 
 
Miniature golf:  
 
Tara Greens (See reverse side 
of map.) 
Colonial Park putting course  
(See reverse side.) 
 
HERITAGE.   
The D&R Canal and its locks In 
1973 the canal and its remaining 
structures were placed on the 
Nat ional Register of Historic 
Places, making these 20 miles 
along the Township’s borders a 
great place to visit .   
Griggstown: 
 The wooden canal bridge, 

the Muletender's Barracks 
building, the 
Bridgetender's House and 
Station and the site of the 
Griggstown Mill are all 
situated at this historic 
section of the canal.  H-2A 
& H-2B @ K2 

 The Griggstown Lock is 
less than a mile south of the 
Griggstown Causeway.  
H16 @ L2 

Blackwells Mil ls has the 
Bridgetender's House, the 
Bridgetender’s Station, 
wooden bridge and mill  site.  H-
1B (See reverse.) 
The Ten Mile lock H-17 (See 
reverse side.) 
Rockingham Museum The 
house George Washington used 
as his headquarters in 1783 is 
listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  Museum tours 
daily. H-3 @ P2 
The Franklin Inn   H-4A (See 
reverse side.) 
East Millstone Canal House 
H4-A (See reverse side of map.) 
Weston Canal House H-18 (See 
reverse side.)  
Tulipwood  1165 Hamilton 
Street,.  H-5 (See reverse s ide.) 
Van Wickle House  1289 Easton 
Ave.  732  
828-7418    H-6 (See reverse.) 
 
HERITAGE, cont’d  
Hageman Farm    
209 So. Middlebush Rd.  (732) 
828-7418  H-7 (See reverse 
side.) 
Van Liew-Suydam House   
280 So. Middlebush Rd. 
 

 
 
 
(732) 828-7418  H-9 (See 
reverse side.) 
Wyckoff-Garrettson House   
215 So. Middlebush Rd.  (732) 
828-7418  H-8 (See reverse 
s ide.) 
Pleasant Plains Schoolhouse  
H-10 (See reverse side.) 
The Hutcheson Memorial 
Forest     
H-11 (See reverse side.) 
Voorhees House--O’Connor’s 
Restaurant)   H-1 (See reverse 
s ide.) 
Ukrainian Cultural Center and 
Orthodox Museum 135 
Davidson Ave, 908-469-1018  
H-15 (See reverse side.) 
The Hendrick Fisher 
Homestead  H-15 (See reverse 
s ide of map.) 
 
Hunting.   
State-land The 3,000-ac re Six 
Mile Run Reservoir Site has  
numerous bow-hunting areas.  
Info from State Parks, 609-924-
5705. 
Township-open space  700 
acres open to hunt ing white-
tailed deer--only by permits 
issued in September.   Info at 
732-873-2500 x 255. 
 
SCENIC CORRIDOR & 
HISTORIC ROADS.   
Canal Road—a true scenic 
corridor   Canal Rd. runs along 
the western border of Franklin 
and has a tree canopy over much 
of the road.  And with the Canal 
and its towpath visible to the 
immediate west, it is clearly one 
of the more scenic roads in 
Central New Jersey.   
Kings Highway—a historic 
road  Now listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, the 
King's Highway (now Rt. 27) was 
the firs t Colonial road in NJ, was 
an important stagecoach route & 
the firs t postal route in the state. 
I t became part  of the Lincoln 
Highway, the first 
t ranscontinental road in the US.  
Franklin’s port ion runs from the 
southern border shared with 
Princeton Township, north to 
Raymond Rd. in S. Brunswick. 
 
TRAILS. 
The following are trails in the 
southern port ion of the Township.  
(See reverse side for trails in the 
northern portion.)  
Colonial Park  (See reverse.) 
D&R Canal State Park This 
linear park that borders the D&R 
Canal has  a well-maintained 
towpath that is over 20 miles long 
in Franklin.   This multi-use trail is 
open to walkers,  bikers and 
equestrians.  At two junc tures, 
s ide trails leave the canal 
towpath.  The first of these is in 
Griggstown at Litt le Valley and 
the second is also in Griggstown 
at the Griggstown lock.  
Addit ionally,  the Frieda Marden 
Preserve (see reverse side) trail 
that leads to the bank of canal.   
Hutcheson Memorial Forest  
See reverse side.  H-11) 
Inman Park  (See reverse side.) 
Negri-Nepote Native Grassland 
Preserve  (See reverse side.) 
Six Mile Run Reservoir Site 
The 3000-acre site was made a 
State Park in the 1970’s and has 
over 6-miles of ‘of ficial’ t rails—all 
of which begin at the old Park  
Headquarters property on Canal 
Rd.  There also are many 
unofficial t rails that are located at  
 
 

 
 
 
various sites around the park -
including trails running between 
State Hwy. 27 and S. Middlebush 
Rd., beginning at the rear of the 
parking area of the Jersey 
Knights’ soccer field on Route 
27.   (See reverse s ide.) 
Ten Mile Run Greenway  This 
684-acre greenway is over 4 
miles in length from Canal Rd. in 
Griggstown to S. Middlebush Rd. 
in Franklin Park.  Four sections: 
 Griggstown Native 

Grassland Preserve   
Driveway and parking lot 
access off  of  Canal Rd., this 
section has over 100-acres 
of grasslands and hundreds 
of acres of forest.  Over 6-
miles of t rails,  some through 
forest and some along field 
edges.  @ L2 

 Bunker Hil l Natural Area  
Parking on the north side of 
Bunker Hill Rd.  This section 
has  trails through very 
mature fores t and along 
edges of meadows.  One 
forest trail crosses the Ten 
Mile Run stream and has  
spectacular view of a 30-
foot high vertical cliff 
towering above the stream.  
Trails connect to Catalpa 
Farm Area to the east and 
Griggstown Preserve to 
west.  @ L3 

 Franklin Park Natural Area  
One can park along Old 
Vliet Rd. to access the trails 
along f ield edges and 
through a small Forest.  
Connects to Bunker Hill 
Natural Area in the west.  @ 
K5 

 Bunker Hil l Environmental 
Education Center  This 95-
acre center has a one-mile 
trail with driveway access 
on Bunker Hill Rd.  A trail 
connec ts these trails to the 
trail system on the Ten Mile 
Run Greenway.  @ C6 

Spieden and Little Valley 
Natural Area  The trails in this 
area, located off of Canal Road 
in Griggstown, run through forest 
and along field edges. Please 
respect the buildings and the 
stables as they are private areas 
and are not open to the public 
except by permission.  There is 
no public park ing at Lit tle Valley 
Stables.  Also, located just on the 
other side of  Canal Rd.,  is a trail 
that crosses the Canal and then 
runs through the Millstone River 
floodplain - a nice short walk  to 
the river in dry weather. Parking 
is  in a small lot on the western 
side of Canal Rd.  @ N1 
Flemer Preserve  A 7.4-acre 
preserve adjacent to D&R Canal 
in Kingston.  A 2-mile t rail runs 
along the east bank  of Canal so 
one can take this t rail in one 
direction & return to the park ing 
lot on the southbound side of Rt. 
27 using the Canal towpath trail.  
There also is a pond on north 
side of the trail.  @ Q2 
Van Wickle House trail  H-6 
(See reverse side.)  


