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FRANKLIN FLOODS
Flooding in Franklin Township is caused by a number of sources. The Millstone River, Raritan River, Six Mile Run and the Delaware & Raritan Canal leave their 
banks during heavy rain storms. Other fl ood-prone streams include Ten Mile Run, Nine Mile Run, Carter’s Brook, Simonson Brook, Cedar Grove Brook, Seeley’s 
Brook, and Randolph Brook. Even if you don’t live near one of these watercourses, you still may be at risk from fl ooding.

The fl ooding, power outages and extensive damage caused by Superstorm Sandy and Hurricane Irene are clearly still on the minds of Township residents, but other 
such storms have hit the Township very recently. In September 1999, Tropical Storm Floyd caused extensive fl ooding along the western portion of the Township 
and along Easton Avenue. Other large storms took place in April 2007 and March 2010. The March 2010 storm occurred after soils had already been saturated and 
hundreds of trees toppled over.

Localized fl ooding also takes place throughout the Township during heavy rain events. Flooding is caused by differing sets of circumstances at work such as frozen 
soils, saturated soils, storm duration, and storm intensity. Nearly 25% of fl ood insurance claims come from moderate-to-low fl ood risk areas.

Township Flood Services: Take the time to check your fl ood hazard. Flood maps and reference materials are available from the Franklin Township Public Library. 
You can visit the Engineering Department in the Municipal Building to see if you are in a mapped fl ood plain. They can provide other information, such as base fl ood 
elevations, fl oodway information, past fl ood problems, and copies of Elevation Certifi cates, if on fi le.

The Engineering Department can answer your questions or can perform a site visit to review surface fl ooding problems and explain ways to help minimize fl ood damage. 
They can be reached at (732) 873-2500 ext. 6230, or stop by any weekday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

What You Can Do: Your cooperation and assistance is vital in the Township’s efforts to help prevent fl ooding. Here are some things you can do to help:

 Do not dump anything into ditches, swales or streams. Grass clippings and branches can accumulate and plug channels. Every piece of trash contributes to 
fl ooding.

 If your property is next to a drainage way, please help keep the banks clear of brush and debris. Public Works removes major blockages such as fallen trees from 
Township maintained drainage ways. Other drainage ways are maintained privately, by other government agencies, or by a homeowners association.

 If you see debris in drainage ways maintained by the Township, contact Public Works at (732) 249-7800.
 Check with the Zoning and Construction Departments prior to building as permits may be necessary. Contact the Engineering Department before you clear, fi ll, 

remove soil or re-grade your property.
 If you see construction without a permit sign posted, contact the Construction Department at (732) 873-2500 ext. 6220. If you see grading or tree removal on a 

property, contact the Engineering Department to confi rm that permits were secured.

Flood Protection: There are several ways to protect buildings from fl ood damage. For buildings constructed within the fl oodplain; fl ood walls, earthen berms, 
waterproofi ng of walls and watertight closures are some options, as well as, moving and/or raising the elevation of the structure. Very few buildings in Franklin Township 
are constructed within the actual fl oodplain. If yours is one of them, contact either the Engineering or Construction Department for specifi c help and recommendations.

Some houses have sewers that back up into the basement during heavy rains. If sewer backups concern you, contact a plumber about installing a backup valve. A plumbing 
permit would be needed.

If you know that a fl ood is coming, shut off gas and electricity and move valuables upstairs. Fire is a major cause of 
damage in fl oods. Make a detailed checklist in advance in order to be properly prepared.

Flood Insurance: If you do not have fl ood insurance, talk to your insurance agent. Homeowner’s insurance policies 
do not cover damage from fl oods. Because Franklin Township participates in the National Flood Insurance Program, 
you can purchase a fl ood insurance policy. Flood insurance is backed by the Federal government and is available to 
everyone.

For properties with little or no fl ood loss history, there is a low-cost Preferred Risk Policy (PRP) available. For a 
lower cost than a Standard Flood Insurance Policy, homeowners can insure themselves against losses. For more 
information on how to qualify for a Preferred Risk Policy call FEMA’s Flood Insurance Hotline at 1-800-427-4661, or 
speak with your insurance agent.

Another valuable resource is FEMA’s www.fl oodsmart.gov website. By simply entering your address, you can get a 
fl ood risk rating, a fl ood insurance premium estimate and a list of nearby insurance agents.

Many purchase fl ood insurance because a bank required it when they got a mortgage or home improvement loan. 
These policies just cover the building’s structure and not the contents. Much more damage is usually done to furniture 
and other building contents than to the actual structure.

You may also wish to speak to your insurance agent about a sewer backup rider to homeowner’s insurance policy.

Don’t wait for the next fl ood 
to buy insurance protection. 

There is a 30-day waiting 
period before National 

Flood Insurance Program 
coverage takes effect. 

Contact your insurance 
agent for more information 

on rates and coverage.
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FLOOD SAFETY
Do not walk through fl owing water.  Drowning is the number one cause of fl ood deaths. Currents are deceptive; six 
inches of moving water knocks you off your feet.
Do not drive through a fl ooded area.  More people drown in their cars than anywhere else. Do not drive around road 
barriers, the road or bridge may be washed out.
Stay away from power lines and electrical wires.  The number two fl ood killer after is electrocution. Report downed 
power lines to the utility company.
Turn off your electricity.  Some appliances keep electrical charges even after they have been unplugged. Don’t use 
appliances that have gotten wet unless they have been cleaned and dried.
Look out for animals, especially snakes.  Small animals fl ooded out of their homes may seek shelter in yours. Turn 
things over with a stick before picking them up.
Look before you step.  After a fl ood, the ground and fl oors are covered with debris. Mud-covered can be very slippery.
Avoid wading through the fl ood water.  Oils, chemicals and even raw sewage mix with fl ood waters creating 
unsanitary and even hazardous conditions.
Be alert for gas leaks.  Use a fl ashlight to inspect for damage. Don’t smoke, use candles or open fl ames unless you 
know for sure that the gas has been turned off and the area ventilated.



Swing Bridge Over Delaware &
Raritan Canal in East Millstone

(c. 1909)
This photo was taken from a canal boat looking north toward the 
bridge. Look for clues in the photo to discover what season it was taken 
during!  

After the Delaware and Raritan Canal opened in 1834 it became one 
of America’s busiest artifi cial waterways, transporting coal from 
Pennsylvania to New York City during the height of the city’s industrial 
boom.  About 22 miles of the main canal runs along the western and 
northern borders of Franklin Township, parallel to the Raritan and 
Millstone Rivers.

Credit:  W. W. Tetlow Real Photo Postcard

Live Above the Infl uence
Red Ribbon Week
Poster Contest

In celebration of Red Ribbon Week tell us how you “Live Above the Infl uence”. There won’t 
always be someone to help us know what is right or wrong. In one second, you can make a 
decision that will affect the rest of your life. It’s not easy. You may not always get it right. Here’s 
the thing...it’s your call...your life. This is your chance to defi ne yourself. To stand up for who 
are, instead of letting others defi ne you. 

Students are encouraged to show your true passions and natural highs that help you stay above the 
infl uence of negativity, gossip, substance use, underage drinking and other unhealthy infl uences. 
Posters will be recognized for promoting a drug, tobacco and alcohol-free lifestyle and/or the 
creative design of your own Above the Infl uence symbol.

Posters created by students must be their own original artwork.  No copyrighted characters or clip art.  
Students may use a variety of media, such as watercolor, pen & ink, crayon, chalk, markers, or they can be 
computer generated.  Minimum size 8.5” x  11” and Maximum 18’ x 24”. Landscape layout only. Each entry 
must have the Name, Address, Phone #, Age and Grade on the back of the poster. Full contest rules can be found at www.franklintwpnj.org on the 
Municipal Alliance webpage. 

The poster contest is open to students in grades K-12 and will be judged for  grades K-1, 2-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10 and 11-12.  Contest winners will be 
recognized at a Township Council meeting in November. Posters should be submitted to the Franklin Township Department of Parks & Recreation 
no later than Monday, October 31, 2016.
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Franklin Township
OPEN SPACE PROGRAM CONTINUES NATURE WALKS 

Explore wilderness right in the heart of Franklin Township!

The Township’s open space program will, for the 12th consecutive year, sponsor guided nature walks on Township open space 
parcels.  The 2016 walks began in March and continue through the fall months.  The walks are free to the public.  The walks 

are along easy terrain and are great for kids.  Bring binoculars, if you have them, and waterproof footwear.

While Franklin Township is located in one of the most densely populated regions of the country, it claims over 9,000 acres of 
preserved land (1/3 of the township’s land mass) and this area provides key habitat for unique species of plants and animals.

Fall walks will be led by NJ Audubon naturalists.

Additional walks are being scheduled and will be posted on the Township website soon.  

Butler Road Natural Area Hike 
Sunday, September 18 
 9:00am to 11:00am

Meet at the parking lot located at 134 Butler Road

Bunker Hill Natural Area 
Sunday, October 23     
9:00am to 11:00am

Meet at the parking lot located at 50 Bunker Hill Road 

All walks are free.  Bring binoculars if you have them and preferably wear boots.  Be sure to dress appropriately for current 
weather conditions.  For detailed directions to the parks, information, and updates please visit www.Franklintwpnj.org/openspace 

We ask that you kindly RSVP.

Questions? Contact Fran Varacalli at franklintrails@twp.franklin.nj.us or at 732.873.2500 x6279

The Franklin Twp. Environmental Commission
is having a busy Year 2016  

The Environmental Commission meets on the fi rst and third Mondays to review, comment and 
advise the Town Council, other township groups, and the public on environmental issues. All 
meetings are open to the public. The Commission is having a very busy year.  Here are a few 
highlights for your information:    

Annual Stream Clean-up, 4/16/16. This year’s cleanup focused on the Weston 
Causeway/D&R canal intersection and was  very successful. Volunteers, commission members and 
students collected nearly 900 lbs. of waste. John Clyde, the coordinator, is planning a 2017 stream 
cleanup of a section of Mile Run. Plan to join us.

Build a Rain Barrel Workshop, 5/6/16.  This year’s workshop was given by the NJ 
Water Supply Authority to a sold-out class of residents. Rain barrels are used to store rainwater 
collected from the roof. Collecting rainwater reduces contaminated storm water runoff to the local 
storm sewers and treatment plants. It can also reduce your water bill, reduces stress on wells and 
can easily be used to water shrubbery and gardens. Mosquito control techniques and equipment are 
part of the workshop. Over a four year period, many rain barrels have been installed.

Somerset County Fight The Bite Program, 4/18/16.  Michele Samarya -Timm, 
Registered Environmental Health Specialist from the County Health Department, met with the Commission about its Fight the Bite Program.  We were told about 
the current State infrastructure of testing and control of mosquitos, as well as, educating homeowners about how to eliminate mosquito breeding sites around the 
house such as unused swimming pools and kiddie pools, pots, toys, old tires, etc. Various mosquito species can carry Chikungunya, Dengue or Zika viruses. In 
addition the program seeks to educate about tick control and the prevention of Lyme disease. The commission partnered with this program to ensure that Franklin 
Twp. received the maximum benefi ts. The following week, she arranged to have a group of mosquito scientists from Rutgers University record a Fight The Bite 
video for the township’s two cable channels. A subsequent meeting was also scheduled for a briefi ng of the Township Council.

The Commission Prepares for Franklin Day, 9/24/16. The Commission is excited about participating in the 2016 Franklin Day Event. We have 
just purchased a new banner and have lots of hand out materials and information for visitors to our booth. We see this as another opportunity to meet and engage 
the public.

Deer Seminar, Fall 2016. This seminar will educate residents about how Somerset County and Franklin Township manage and control the Deer 
population. This issue is of great concern to Franklin Twp. residents. A specifi c date and location will be announced.
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It’s Just an ‘Easement’—or Is It?
Many Franklin Township homeowners have a conservation easement on their property and may not know they have one or understand what it is. 
A conservation easement is a piece of land dedicated to protect specifi c environmentally sensitive features such as streams and wetlands. This is done by limiting 
the type and amount of development that may take place on or near an important environmental resource. This restriction stays with the land, and each new owner 
of the property must abide by the terms of the easement. The conservation easement must remain in a natural state and may not be used or altered in any way. This 
includes the building of structures, placing of fences, and mowing of grass. The easement area is intended to remain undisturbed and forever wild.

How do I know if I have a Conservation Easement? 
The existence of an easement is described on your property deed, which may also contain specifi c restrictions for your particular easement. You will also fi nd 
it indicated on the Township tax map (available for viewing at the Municipal Building) and your property survey. If your property was created as part of a 
subdivision, any easements will be shown on the fi nal map, a copy of which would be on fi le at the Municipal Building and at the Somerset County Hall of 
Records. Additionally, some developments may have signage indicating a conservation easement area. 

Other Types of Easements 
Besides conservation easements, properties may have easements for sewer, drainage, utilities, the right of way, and sight triangles. Just like conservation 
easements, these will be displayed on your property survey and most will be on the Township tax map. These types of easements may be maintained like your 
regular lawn. However, structures still may not be placed in these types of easements because the owner of the easement (utility company, sewer authority, 
Township, etc.) may need to access it for maintenance or other work. Structures would inhibit their ability to do so. Specifi c regulations for your easement may be 
available in your deed or by contacting the owner of the easement.
The Township has put together a brochure, Understanding Conservation Easements on My Property, to answer frequently-asked questions about this topic. Find 
the brochure on line at: www.franklintwpnj.org/government/departments/planning-zoning/land-development-and-zoning  or contact the Engineering Department at 
732-873-2500, ext. 6230 or engineering.requests@twp.franklin.nj.us for more information. 

TOWNSHIP’S RAIN GARDEN
Example Of Help For Properties

With Heavy Run-Off
The Township has created a rain garden at the Township’s 
Griggstown Native Grassland Preserve located at 1091 Canal 
Road.  The rain garden sits just above the straight uphill part of 
the driveway.  A rain garden is an engineered depression planted 
with wetness-enjoying shrubs and other plants.  It catches water 
running off a small area, retaining it until the water either sinks 
into the ground or evaporates through the leaves of the plants 
(transpiration).  This protects downstream areas from erosion 
(as in this case where the Preserve’s driveway was being washed 
out by run-off) and protects streams from possibly polluting run-
off (this run-off would fl ow into the Delaware & Raritan Canal).

Homeowners with signifi cant run-off are urged to consider 
installing a rain garden.  Project assistance is available from 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension’s Rain Garden Team, 
www. water.rutgers.edu/Rain_Gardens/RGWebsite/raingardens.html.

RABIES CLINICS 
Animal Shelter • 475 DeMott Lane

CATS
8 a.m. – 10 a.m. September 10, 2016

Cats should be in carriers

DOGS
8 a.m. – 10 a.m. December 10, 2016

Dogs should be on leashes

Franklin Police to Issue Kids Free Slurpee Coupons 
for Good Behavior

Each year, 7-Eleven, Inc. helps thousands of local police offi cers recognize the good guys, specifi cally the young ones. For the 21st year, 7-Eleven is partnering 
with law enforcement agencies across the country to distribute free Slurpee® drink coupons through Operation Chill®, its popular community-service program. 

Big-city departments and small-town forces alike use the Slurpee coupons to enhance relations with the young people of their cities by rewarding them for good 
deeds, positive activities and acts of kindness. 

“We are always looking for ways to help our offi cers build strong relationships in the community,” said Chief Lawrence Roberts. “Operation Chill makes it easy to 
interact with kids in a positive way. This is a great short- and long-term investment for 7-Eleven and for us.”

Operation Chill was developed by 7-Eleven to positively reward and encourage good behavior by kids during the year, when communities may experience 
increases in loitering, shoplifting and graffi ti, and to support law enforcement agencies’ community relations projects. 

Since the program’s inception in 1995, more than 15 million Operation Chill coupons have been distributed to hundreds of law enforcement agencies across the 
country in areas where 7-Eleven operates stores. During 2016, up to 1.28 million coupons will be issued nationally; 300 of those will be distributed in Franklin 
Township, during the back-to-school season and the remainder of the year. 

Operation Chill began in Philadelphia to give law enforcement offi cers a positive reason to interact with children and teens, Operation Chill has expanded to cities 
across the country. Through Operation Chill, law enforcement offi cers from participating local police and 
sheriff’s departments can “ticket” youngsters caught in the act of doing good with Slurpee beverage coupons. 
Appropriate “offenses” might include helping another person, deterring crime, or participating in a positive 
activity in the community. Each coupon can be redeemed for a small Slurpee drink at participating 7-Eleven 
stores.

“I don’t know who likes the Operation Chill program more, police offi cers or kids,” said Mark Stinde, 
7-Eleven vice president Asset Protection.  “Police offi cers have told us they love having a positive reason to 
approach kids and surprise them with a Slurpee coupon, just for being good citizens.”  

7-Eleven’s proprietary Slurpee semi-frozen carbonated beverage is celebrating its 50th birthday this year with 
ongoing promotions and celebrations. The iconic drink has generational appeal with slurpers both young and 
old. More than a half-million Slurpee drinks are purchased each day during the summer at 7-Eleven stores 
across the country.  



CURBSIDE RECYCLING PROGRAM
Somerset County will continue the curbside 
recycling. Items need to be on the curb no 
later than 7 a.m. on collection day. 
If you need a new or additional recycling 
bucket, call Franklin’s Public Works, 
732-249-7800
Franklin Twp/South Bound Brook
Collection Dates

September 1, 15, 29
October 13, 27
November 10, 25

Franklin Park/Griggstown
Collection Dates

September 2, 16, 30
October 14, 28
November 11, 25

Canal Walk and Somerset Run
Collection Dates

September 9, 23
October 7, 21
November 4, 18

Society Hill I and II and Beacon Hill
Collection Dates

September 6, 19
October 3, 17, 31
November 14, 28

Summerfi elds
Collection Dates

September 9, 23
October 7, 21
November 4, 18

Whitehall Manor
Collection Dates

September 6, 19
October 3, 17, 31
November 14, 28

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS
WASTE DAYS
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

September 17 Branchburg Township
Public Works Garage, 34 Kenbury Road, 
Branchburg, NJ 08876
October 22 South County Public Garage, 
410 Roycefi eld Road,
Hillsborough, NJ 08844

SOMERSET RECYCLING CENTER
40 POLHEMUS LANE, BRIDGEWATER
1st Saturday of each month, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

September 10* (Second Saturday of the 
month due to holiday), October 1, Novem-
ber 5

Electronic waste is not accepted at the Cen-
ter; see details, location and dates below. 

RECYCLE CONSUMER 
ELECTRONICS*
7:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.—Weekdays
South County Public Works,
410 Roycefi eld Road, Hillsborough 
or 
North County Public Works, 411 Chimney 
Road Road, (North of Route 22) Building B, 
Bridgewater

DOCUMENT SHREDDING
9 to 1 p.m. or until trucks are full. For in-
formation 908-203-6018 

• September 10  – Franklin Township 
Municipal Building, 475 DeMott Lane, 
Somerset

• September 17  –  Bridgewater Township 
Municipal Building, 100 Commons Way, 
Bridgewater 

• September 24  –  Montgomery Township 
High School, 1016 Route 601, Skillman

• October1   –   Branchburg Municipal 
Building, 1077 US Highway 202 North

• October 8   –   Bernards Twp Engineering 
Services Building, 277 S. Maple Rd., 
Basking Ridge

• October 15   –   Green Brook Municipal 
Building, 111 Green Brook Rd.

MEDICINE DROP-OFF 
(unwanted, expired and unused medicines)
Any day or time
Drop-off box is located in the lobby of the 
Franklin Township Public Safety Building,
495 DeMott Lane, Somerset.

MEDICAL WASTE DISPOSAL
Sharp needles and other similar medical waste 
should never be recycled. Disposal containers 
and information are available. Call for hours and 
specifi c locations.:

St. Peters  732-745-8600, ext. 8282
Robert Wood Johnson University 
Hospital  908-685-2200, ext. 3258
Princeton Medical Center 609-497-4266
Hunterdon Medical Center 908-237-6920
Waste Management 877-WASTE-MD

COMPOSTING WORKSHOP
Wednesday, September 21, 10 – 11:30 
and 6:30 – 8 p.m., Somerset County 
Administration Building; register by 
September 14; for more information call  
908-231-7109
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Franklin Township 
Convenience 

Center
Location:

Corner of School Ave. & Berry St. 
(732) 249-7800

Department of Public Works

RECYCLING INFORMATION

Calendar
Saturdays, 8 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.
September 10, 24
October 8, 22
November 5, 19

Mondays, 7:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
September 19
October 17
November 14, 28

To Purchase a Pass - Residents can only buy 
passes during the week at: 
Public Works Building – 40 Churchill Ave. 
7:00 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.
Township Clerk’s Offi ce – 475 DeMott Lane, 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Open to Residents ONLY - ALL  
RESIDENTS  MUST  present valid Driver’s 
License to verify residency to purchase a pass.

Ordinance 4159-16 amended Chapter 284 of 
the Municipal Code which lists the fees and 
charges for the recycling center, as well the 
items which will be accepted.  Details can be 
found on the Township website’s listing of the 
Municipal Code, www.fraklintwpnj.org.

Type of Single Fee (Six
Vehicle Pass Fee Admissions)
Passenger car $15 $75
Small SUV $20 $100
SUV, Small van,
¼-ton pickup, 
mini van $35 $175
Full-size van,
cargo van $55 $275
Full-size pickup $75 $375
Trailer (no longer
than 8 feet) $75 (see code $375
 for details)
Tires: $7 each (limit 4 tires)
No fee charged for: glass, aluminum, cans; 
paper; clean cardboard, brush/branches, 
light metals, mulch, motor oil and household 
batteries
Items not allowed: contractor debris, grass, 
stump/trunks/below-ground tree parts, 
treated wood, household garbage, hazardous 
materials, propane tanks, recyclable 
electronics
Curbside appliance pickup: $10 to $25 
(See code for details)

Somerset County Recycling  
732-469-3363

www.co.somerset.nj.us/recycle.html


